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Miniature robots help parochial school win major award
By Christina Leslie 
Correspondent 

KENDALL PARK — The incorpora-
tion of STREAM (science, technol-
ogy, reading, arts and math) skills in 
its curriculum has earned St. Augus-
tine of Canterbury School accolades 
in a nationwide competition.

Earlier this year, the National 
Blue Ribbon Catholic elementary 
school took home the “Today’s Cath-
olic Teacher” magazine’s 2020 Inno-
vations in Catholic Education Award 
for Technology Inte-
gration. 

Computer cod-
ing and robotics 
programs are being 
piloted in grades 
three through five by 
a group of teachers, 
including Nicole Du-
arte, St. Augustine’s 
third-grade social 
studies teacher. Her 
unit on immigration 
employed the use of 
Ozobots, miniature 
robots the children 
can program them-
selves, to represent 
the immigrants who 
entered the United 
States through Ellis 
Island early last cen-
tury. 

“My passion is 
[studying about] El-
lis Island,” Duarte 
said, noting her pa-
ternal ancestors ar-
rived in the United States from Italy 
via the New York Harbor entry point. 
“With other classes in previous years, 
we took this journey together. The 
Ozobots took it to the next level.” 

Students coding enabled the 
Ozobots to traverse a 10-stop journey 
much like that of the individuals who 
entered this country via the island. At 
each stop, the children scanned a QR 
code with their iPads to access facts 
on the arrival process then test their 
knowledge. The students used com-
puter code to program the actions of 
the Ozobots, which Duarte described 
as “smaller than the palm of your 
hand,” along the route. 

The third-grade students reaped 
the rewards of the innovative program 
which encompassed both academics 
and social skills.   

“What I liked best about the proj-
ect was that we had to learn to work 
together,” said Olivia, one of the stu-
dents. “Creating Ozo codes to match 
Ozo’s feelings and emotions was re-
ally hard… We also had to base the 
codes on the story of the immigrants, 
including Ozo. Learning about Ellis 

Island and how immigrants got there 
helped us understand [how] our team 
could present our final project.” 

Maria, another student, added, 
“I learned the journey of how immi-
grants went from their country to El-
lis Island. The hardest thing about the 
Ozobot was making him do all these 
cool codes without messing them 
up. I learned a lot of stuff about the 
journey to Ellis Island and working 
together with my group.” 

“One of the best things about 
Ozo is that they are fun to use and 

code,” explained 
student Arhaan. 
“The best part of the 
project was learning 
was that we could 
code with Ozo and at 
the same time learn 
about something in 
social studies on 
a very interesting 
topic. So, we had fun 
and learned at the 
same time.” 

The “Today’s 
Catholic Teacher” 
judges declared St. 
Augustine of Canter-
bury school “raised 
the bar for STREAM 
integration in the 
classroom by in-
corporating coding 
and robotics into 
curriculum areas 
where they normally 
wouldn’t be expect-
ed to appear, such 
as reading, language 

arts and social studies.”
They continued, “This initia-

tive builds upon the success of the 
school’s participation in Code.org’s 
annual Hour of Code campaign and 
includes the additional programmable 
‘micro-bots’ to the classroom, expos-
ing digital-native, tech-hungry stu-
dents to these concepts and technolo-
gies across the learning spectrum.”

The school was awarded $1,000 
and a large display banner. 

St. Augustine School plans to ex-
pand the initiative, noted technology 
coordinator Tony De Bari, and seeks 
additional donations and grant fund-
ing to purchase both microbot kits 
for the upper grades and KIBO Robot 
kits for the littlest students.  

“Our students will reap the re-
wards of this innovative use of tech-
nology in the classroom as they gain 
invaluable 21st century skills that 
will better prepare them for their con-
tinuing education and eventually pre-
pare them to be successful members 
of the local and global community,” 
said Religious Teachers Filippini Sis-
ter Mary Louise Shulas, principal. 

“Today’s Catholic Teacher” judges declared St. Augustine of Canterbury School 
“raised the bar for STREAM integration in the classroom by incorporating coding and 
robotics into the curriculum areas.”  The school, which was awarded $1,000 and a 
large display banner, plans to expand the initiative and seeks donations and grant 
funding to buy microbot kits and KIBO Robot kits..

 — photo courtesy of St. Augustine of Canterbury School.

Students stand on the steps between the school and Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church,  at the beginning of the new school year, along with their mas-
cot.

 — Courtesy of  St. Elizabeth School

St. Elizabeth School, Bernardsville
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