
 

 

MOVING FORWARD          LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 2021 

Welcome to a New Year and new beginnings.  I hope everybody had a restful break and enjoyed 

wonderful holiday days.  It was an exciting end of the term before Christmas Vacation and a 

week of Remote learning. It was filled with many activities which brought home and school 

together with our class parents working with our teachers and parents. The last day before the 

break, eighth grade enjoyed their Christmas First Friday Breakfast treat.  The morning concluded 

with a live-stream prayer service in front of our manger scene in the gathering area of the school. 

Our younger students enjoyed singing “Come All Ye Faithful” and “Silent Night.” We blessed 

our manger and our beautifully decorated Christmas Tree.  

Our HSA, jumped into the spirit of 

the holidays with fun seasonal mini 

fund-raisers. The pie fund-raiser 

before Thanksgiving gave our 

families the opportunity to donate a 

pie to a family or purchase one for 

their Thanksgiving Dinner. The 

Twelve Days of Christmas Raffle 

was lots of fun. Winners were able 

to use the gifts to gift others.  

 

SURPRISE CHRISTMAS GIFT FROM BISHOP CHECCHIO 

Before Christmas Vacation, we received a surprise letter from Ellen Ayoub, 

Secretary of Education in our Diocese of Metuchen. Our schools were 

commended for keeping our students safe in school despite all the challenges 

we have been faced with. She expressed Bishop Checchio’s gratitude to the 

principals and all of our teachers for the extraordinary work they do every 

day. We are grateful to our parents, who have become our partners, assisting 

and supporting the school staff in countless ways. 

In recognition of the extraordinary efforts made, Bishop Checchio  granted a 

Bishop’s Holiday to each school once a month beginning this month of January.  Each school 

was asked to select a day and communicate it to the parents, to help everyone refresh and return 

ready to teach their students. The Bishop requested that there is to be no homework assigned or 

zoom meetings scheduled.  Our first long weekend is coming on Friday, January 15th.  

“May we be in this world a ray of that light which shone from Bethlehem, bringing joy and peace to the 

hearts of all men.”                                                        Pope Francis 

January 2021 



ON-GOING PREPARING AND PLANNING  

Behind the scenes, we have been progressing on the completion of our strategic development 

plan.  The teachers are working very hard to continue to provide opportunities for our students to 

progress and make the expected growth as we approach the end of the second marking period 

and prepare for the third term.  

KINDERGARTEN GETS READY FOR WINTER DAYS ICE FISHING 

Kindergarten is studying a perfect topic this month.  They are learning about temperatures and 

changing solids to liquids and liquids to solids. They watched a video about Ice Fishing. During 

virtual learning they made ice with temperatures below 32 degrees. Very excitedly each student 

made their fishing rods and got ready to fish. While the fish were not biting, the kindergarteners 

were excited about catching ice pieces that they created. 

On the Horizon Celebrating Our Catholic School and Catholic Education 

At the end of the month of January, we look forward to celebrating Catholic School Week, a 

favorite week of our entire school community. This will be a first time Pandemic Catholic 

Schools Week. We need to put on our thinking caps and creativity to plan for our week for those 

in class learning and our remote classmates. Amazing things Happen At Our School. Look for 

the activities being planned for the upcoming celebration. 

A Birthday Celebration for Saint Lucy Filippini on January 13  

Saint Lucy Filippini’s Birthday will be celebrated with her life story through video, presentations 

and prayer. Saint Lucy will be giving the students a treat in her honor. 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS PAST 2020 CELEBRATED WITH JOY 

The North Pole Bulletin Report 

The Advent Season began with a Family Advent Evening hosted by 

the Home School Association. The families enjoyed Advent videos, 

games and singing together while making a manger in a lighted jar 

scene to be placed under the Christmas Tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Advent, the Middle School Students 

practiced 25 Acts of Kindness. Each 

morning they reflected and journaled on the 

practice. 

The angels for the Christmas 

tree were hand-made by the 

Middle School Students and 

hung with care and a prayer. Real Christmas trees 

fill the air with joy. 

‘Twas Two Weeks Before Christmas and All Through Saint Augustine 

Young and Old Were Preparing for Jesus’ Birthday & A Visit From … 

Grade 8 and Kindergarten Buddies 

wrote letters to Santa. Santa made 

time to visit the students Pre-K4–

Grade 2 on Zoom. The students 

gathered before the big screen in the 

gym.  There was Santa.  The children 

listened to his message. Yes, they are 

special and in the special school of 

A’s. They are blessed to be together 

and preparing for Jesus’ birthday. On 

Tuesday before Christmas Vacation 

we gathered for our traditional prayer 

service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hour of Code Celebrated During December 
 

All of our students 

from Pre-K to 8th 

grade participated in 

the Hour of Code 2020. 

Our youngest Knights 

in Pre-K used Daisy 

the Dino to learn move 

commands on the iPad 

and completed an 

offline Christmas 

coding activity as well. 

Grades K & 1 used the 

Kodable app to write code to move their 

characters through the maze. Grades 3-6 coded in a 

Tynker Programming Course. Grade 7 coded Covid19 activities, and Grade 8 completed a High 

School Coding course in Python. We most definitely have some future Computer Programmers 

here at St. A's! 

We raffled off three coding robots on Monday, December 21 to encourage our Knights to keep 

coding even at home. 

 

Good Cheer to Our Alumni Near and Far 
 

Two of our Graduates who are in the service were recognized by our 

Fifth Graders for Veterans Day. Spencer Cap, Class of 2011, a 

former member of our KTN staff, graduated from the Air Force 

Academy and was recognized by the President of the United States at 

the Graduation Ceremony (badge pictured left).  Chelsea Sheehy, 

Class of 2006, is a Lieutenant in the Coast Guard serving in 

Washington DC.  This summer she is looking forward to returning to 

her position as a commanding officer of a fast response cutter. Her goal is to be an admiral of a 

ship one day. She loves the Coast Guard. Her brother Andrew, Class of 2003, is also an officer in 

the Coast Guard and is stationed in Boston. He is a father of two little boys, who are growing up 

quickly. 
Madison, Class of 2018, was also 

recently invited to represent Immaculata 

High School at the National Student 

Leadership Conference!! She is the 

President of the Photography Club and is 

a Varsity Cheerleader at IHS as well!!  

She was also chosen this year as one of 

the UCA All Americans for cheer! She 

is absolutely loving her Immaculata 

experience and we couldn’t be prouder 

of all her accomplishments!!! 



 

$80,000 REPAIRS IN PROGRESS AFTER THE SEWAGE PLUMBING PROBLEM IN 

THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WING 

We had two families who donated towards the cost of deductible. 

 Thank you for the blessings. 

During this Year of St. Joseph, may he continue to provide for what we need at this time. 

St. Joseph, please take care of the family of St. Augustine of Canterbury School. 

 


