
 

Discover Learning During Autumn at St. A’s 

Take a Closer Look at Our Faith 

Where would you find our Eighth Grade Students 

sitting on a sidewalk outside of Church in front of the 

statute of St. Joseph journaling in prayer?  Mrs. 

Colleen Paras’ Religion Classes took the opportunity 

on a beautiful fall day to enjoy quiet and nature, and 

reflected.  The students actually look forward to 

soaking their selves in prayer. Mrs. Paras talks about 

the Lord, Jesus and prayer. It is making a powerful 

difference in their lives and filling them with peace. 

This month the students throughout the school 

community learned about the lives of the saints. 

Several of the classes made banners of their favorite 

saint or wrote and created a figure. Each morning the 

students prayed the “Eternal Rest for all those who 

have gone before us in peace. “ The month will conclude with the students and staff gathering 

in Church for a Thanksgiving Prayer Service.  

Discover Our Students at Saint A’s 

Take a Closer Look at Our Third Grade Class Honoring Our Veterans 

Our third grade students listened to "The Poppy Lady" and learned all about Moina Belle 

Michael; her tribute to Veterans and the story behind those red 

poppies. Each student made a poppy and wrote about why they 

are wearing one today. They also wrote thank you letters to one 

of our very own St. 

A's Veteran Fathers 

who is in the Air 

Force. Students even 

wrote extra thank 

you notes to their 

family and family 

friends who are 

Veterans. May God 

bless and protect those who serve to keep our freedom. 
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Take a Closer Look at Odyssey of the Mind 

            Clothing Drive 

Many thanks to all of our Knights and 

their families for their generous 

donations to our Odyssey of the Mind 

Team's Clothing Drive. Their next 

clothing drive will be May 1st, so add it 

to your calendar today!  

Odyssey of the Mind Teams Begin Their Journey 

First up is the 7th/8th Grade team coached by Mrs. 

Abbott.  They brainstormed a GREAT idea for their threat 

to the environment problem!  The next step is to outline 

the entire script and brainstorm humorous moments, 

climactic moments and possible resolutions.  The team 

members are (left to right): Ryan A., Mihir B., Jack G., 

Simeon S., and Alex L. 

 

Take a Closer Look at Eighth Grade’s "First Friday" Breakfast 

On Friday, November 

5th, our 8th graders 

celebrated their most 

beloved tradition of 

the First Friday 

breakfast, complete 

with their new Class 

of 2022 First Friday t-

shirts. There are not 

enough words to 

thank all the moms and families that work so hard to make this a memorable monthly event for 

our 8th Graders. Plus, Sister and the teachers enjoy this special bonding time with the students, 

and the bacon is a delicious perk too!!!!  



Take a Closer Look at Our Tech Team 

Tech Begins Anew with Long-Standing Tradition 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back, Techies!  Our 8th grade Tech Team is back, and they are currently designing our 

traditional 3D printed Christmas ornaments for our Middle School Christmas tree.  Stay tuned 

for the announcement of this year's "Big Build" project, coming after Christmas Break. 

 

Take A Closer Look at Literature Meeting Art in Second Grade 

Our 2nd graders read a book of interest, and then in place of a traditional book report, they 

decorated a pumpkin to look like a character from the story. Creativity, Uniqueness and 

Sharing were just a few of the hallmarks of the book reports. 

 

  



Take a Closer Look at Our First Graders Studying Plants 

Our first grade students in 
Mrs. O'Donnell's and Mrs. 
Talj's Science classes became 
botanists and studied the 
parts of various plants.  They 
made observations through 
the lens of a magnifying 
glass and recorded their 
results. Way to go to our 
future scientists! 

 

Take a Closer Look at Fifth Grade Learning About Good Digital Citizenship 

During Digital Citizenship Week, our 5th grade Technology students completed a unit on ways 
to make a more positive Digital Footprint for now and in their future.  They also read the story, 
"The Technology Tail," which showed them ways that they could become outstanding Digital 
Citizens. 

Take a Closer Look at Fourth Grade Spider STEM 

Our 4th graders have been learning about 
spiders and their webs in Science Class. 
The students worked on a STEM project 
making spider webs out of tooth picks and 
marshmallows. 

 

 

 



Take a Closer Look at Pre-K 3’s Service Project 

Together the students worked on crafting “mosaic” 

candle holders.  We used recycled and repurposed 

glass jars, tissue paper squares, and glue to make 

colorful candle holders that would brighten any table 

this coming Thanksgiving.  We made the gifts for 

someone that we may not know and that person's 

heart will be happy that the Pre-K 3 made something 

so special for them.  Some students worked on the 

crafting part while others worked on checking that 

the battery operated candles worked and many took 

part in packaging them decoratively.  One student 

packed them into a big box and we all walked them down to the food pantry together.  I am so proud of 

what they were able to do.  They deserve a big round of applause! 

Take a Closer Look at Pre-K 4 Uncovering  the Letter "A" 

Our Little Knights in Pre-K 4 had fun at the beginning of the fall season 

exploring how to integrate Math and Language Arts to the letter A. They 

made a bar graph to show which color apple was the favorite choice of 

Pre-K 4 and created a Venn diagram of who liked apple cider or apple 

juice, or who liked both!! It seems like our Little Knights had an AMAZING 

week celebrating the letter A! 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a Closer Look at Our Alumni at Notre Dame 

Four St. A's alumnae were inducted into 

the Notre Dame High School chapter of 

the National Honor Society for the 2021-

22 school year: Sasha Salins, Kayla Smith, 

Jessi Tesi, and Lacey Okamura (all Class of 

2019).  Joining them was Mackenzie 

McCarron, cousin of current St. A's 

Religion teacher and alumna Colleen 

Paras (Class of 1995).   



Take a Closer Look at the Future at Immaculata High School 

Six St. A's alumni were inducted into the 

Immaculata High School chapter of the 

National Honor Society for the 2021-22 

school year.  They are (pictured left to right):  

Taleb Haji (Class of 2019), Theresa Musto 

(Class of 2019), Joshua Reilly (Class of 2019), 

Sharbella Jacobs (Class of 2020), Erin Lyttle 

(Class of 2020), and Alexander Dzanoucakis 

(Class of 2020).  Congratulations to all!  

 

 

A Closer Look at Gratitude Thank you 

Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all goodness and love, please look kindly upon our 

Parish and School Community and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this time of giving thanks. 

 

Thank you for all the graces and blessings. You have bestowed upon us, spiritual and temporal: 

our faith and religious heritage. Our food and shelter, our health; our Diocese of Metuchen and 

St. Augustine of Canterbury Parish, our education and spirituality; our Pastor, Principal and Vice 

Principal, our Faculty and Staff, our Parents, Alumni and Donors,  the loves we have for one 

another, our Family and Friends and all those whose lives have touched ours. 

This Thanksgiving we are grateful for those who catechize the Faith of the Catholic Church both 

by word and example, who let the Word of God echo through their lives.  

 

   

 


